Summaries

The strategy of summarizing improves the ability to comprehend and remember what is read.

Definitions of Summarizing:

· RESTATING the ESSENCE of a text or an experience in as FEW words as POSSIBLE
· PRESENTING the SUBSTANCE in a CONDENSED form
· REDUCING

Student-friendly version:

A summary is a shorter version – in your own words – of something you read.


To summarize, remember these rules:

KEEP 

DELETE

SUBSTITUTE


WRITING EFFECTIVE SUMMARIES

	             Identify

You can identify what you are summarizing in a variety of ways.  The following are okay, better, and best ways to identify what it is you are summarizing.

Okay:
The book


The film


The article

Better:
Scared Speechless


Star Trek


“Twitter vs. Tyranny”

Best:
Scared Speechless by 



Rebecca McDaniel


The movie, Star Trek


“Twitter vs. Tyranny” from



 Upfront, October 5, 2009
	Select a VERB

acknowledges
               evaluates

adds

               explains

advises

explores

answers

expresses

asks

               features

asserts

furnishes

assures

gives

blame

                identifies

captures

illustrates

clarifies

invites

classifies

judges

compares

lists

conforms

misjudges

confronts

names

confuses

offends

contrasts

praises

considers

predicts

critiques

presents

demonstrates  
proposes

defends
 
provides

defines

recommends

denounces

shows

depicts

simplifies

describes

solves

discourages

suggests

encourages

supports

endorses

teaches

entertains

tells

entices

traces


	Finish Your Thought

The final part of the topic sentence is easy if you just ask yourself:

· What is the big idea?

· What is the big concept?

· What is the main idea of the item that I am summarizing?

Keep in mind that this is just your topic sentence and that you will be adding all of the facts in the body of your summary paragraph.


IDENTIFY+VERB+FINISHED THOUGHT = “Twitter vs. Tyranny” from Upfront, October 5, 2009, explores how YouTube, Twitter, and cellphones 







are helping people challenge repressive governments around the world.

HELPFUL HINTS: Use transitions only if they help.  Summaries do not need a formal conclusion.  If you force a conclusion, it might sound awkward.  Also formal conclusions include opinions – you don’t want to include an opinion unless you were asked to summarize and reflect.

Write a summary -








Adapted from Writing to Learn, The Leadership and Learning Center, 2007 and Step Up to Writing, Maureen Auman, 2008.


